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PRESERVATION STAFF REPORT 

  
Site: 27 Columbus Avenue 

 
Applicant Name: Peter Sisk 
Applicant Address: 27 Columbus Avenue 
Owner Name: Per Sisk & Victoria Goodheart 
Owner Address: same as above 

 
Petition: Peter Sisk, Owner, seeks permission from the Somerville Historic Preservation Commission 
(HPC) to alter the gutters and repair fascia and brackets 
 
HPC Hearing Date:  June 19, 2018 

 
 
I. PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
  
Subject Property: The subject is located on the north 
side of Columbus Avenue across from Bonner 
Avenue in a late 19th Century residential 

neighborhood near Union Square. ( See Form B for 
details.) 
 
Proposal: The Applicant proposes to replace the 
current wood gutters with half-round copper gutters 
and make other roof edge repairs. 
 
II. FINDINGS FOR ROOFS 
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4. Preserve the architectural features that give the roof its distinctive character, such as 
cornices, gutters, iron filigree, cupolas, dormers and brackets.  Downspouts should be 
inconspicuously located and should be painted to match the color of the siding. 

 

Considerations of the Commission 

1. Retain and repair roof details such as wood gutters, crown and rake moldings, 
brackets, cornices, parapets, barge boards and gable-end shingles. Replacement, if 
necessary, should be in-kind. 

 
GUTTERS, EAVES, AND DOWNSPOUTS 
 
In historic buildings, the profile of wood or copper gutters forms part at and often completes the 
traditional detailing of the eave of the building. For this reason, the replacement of wood or copper 
gutters with other gutter types is highly discouraged 
 

1. Modern aluminum and vinyl gutters have a different profile that is incompatible with the eave 
and rake detailing of historic buildings.  

2. Determining the true condition of wood gutters generally requires the expertise of a carpenter 
rather than an aluminum gutter installer. 

3. If considering replacement, consult with a professional who is trained and experienced with 
the restoration and installation of wood and copper gutters. The SHPC will not review 
applications for replacement of original gutters unless accompanied by a report prepared by 
such a contractor. 

4. If modern aluminum or vinyl replacement gutters are found to be necessary, they should 
match the proportions and profile of the original wood or copper gutter as closely as 
possible. 

5. Gutter screens and coverings should not be visible. 
6. Existing wood moldings, fascias, soffit boards, rake trim and other details should be 

replaced with the same material and profile. Soffit ventilation, when added to eaves, 
should be incorporated into the eave details rather than cut indiscriminately as pocket vents 
into existing woodwork 

7. Downspouts should follow the exterior shape of the building and take a direct downward path 
as much as possible. They should be located as inconspicuously as possible. 

8. Downspouts should be painted to blend with the adjacent color of siding or trim. 
 
Staff Findings: No report from a wood gutter specialist was requested regarding the condition and 
feasibility of retaining the existing gutters. It should be noted that the proposed gutter is not inappropriate 
for the time period. There simply is no evidence that this house ever had copper gutters. 

The existing wood gutters complement the curves and moldings of the elaborate Queen Anne massing. 
They blend with the rake moldings and cornices. The proposed ½ round copper gutter, while historically 
appropriate for the time period, does not continue the elaboration but rather is seen as an addition. 

Staff finds that in all probability the use of wood gutters is original to the building and therefore more 
appropriate than the proposed copper /2 round gutters and therefore recommends repair or replacement in 
kind of the wood gutters. They further recommend that the Applicant devise a regular maintenance 
schedule for the wood gutters.  

III. RECOMMENDATION 
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Based on the information provided and an assessment of the proposal with the Somerville LHD 
guidelines and considerations of the Commission, Staff recommends Denial of A Certificate of 
Appropriateness and the issuance of A Certificate of Non-Applicability for the repair or replacement 
in kind of the existing wood gutters. Staff further recommends that the Applicant devise a regular 
maintenance schedule for the wood gutters. 

1. All appropriate building permits shall be obtained prior to the start of any work. 

2. The rotted and damaged wood gutters shall be replaced in-kind to match the existing. 

3. Historic Staff shall issue a sign-off upon completion of the project that this was done in 
accordance with the Certificate and approved plans. 
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NATIONAL REGISIER CRITERIA STATEI{R{T (ïf applicable}

The property is signi¡j.cant f or :

A

c-

iEs representacion of residencial suburbanizaEion
in Ehe prosperous ProspecÈ Hill area.

it,s representacion o¡ a well conserved Queen Anne
Square.

in Somerville

house near Union

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE lþscribe important architectural features and evaiuate in terns of
rther buildings within the conmunity.

The use of various consErucÈion shapes creaEe an lnterescing asymxnetrical
plan in this 1893 Queen Anne house. The butt shingJ.es and sla¡e roof give
make an interesting È,exEural effect. The two and one-haLf story dselllng
has a hiPped roof, cross gables, round corner tower with conicai roof, an
accent.uaE,ed, large, pedimented dormer wiÈhin a castellaced thtrd sEory
baLcoûy, and an enclosed enErance porch wlth fulI sidelights flanking the
door over whi.ch there is a sunbursc fanlike design.

Located on the norEh side of Colunbus -Avenue aE rhe heaci of 'Bonner SÈreet,
the house is a focal poinE when approaching froro unlon square.

{ISTSRICAL SIGI{IFICANG Expìain the roie owners pìa¡ed in jocal or state history and hor the
:uilding relates to the deveìopnent of the conu¡nity.

ProspecÈ Ht11, one of the mosE subsÈ,antia1 residenrial neighborhoods of
Somerville , evolved t.hroughout t he late l gth cent.ury. Prior Eo t,hac 1E was
an agricuj-tural- community of farms. - Colunbus Avenue, once known as Warren
Avenue, tãn from WalnuË to Bonner StrËer untl1 che 1870s when iE was
conEinued through Bonner properEy Eo I.¡ashingcon SEreet. IEs proximity Eo
Union Square a cent.er ror commercÍaI and transDorE.aEj"on activiEy nade 1t a
desirable place to i.ive. Columbus Avenue was and j-s hai-f way Eo the Eop of
Prospect Hill.

This properËy had been part, of a Large tracc of land owned by l^Iillian
Bonner and -l-ater his sons , Charles and George Bonner. In che lB7Os, many
plans for subdivislon vrere made including Bonner land. Howeverr lE was not
untlL L892 that Herbert S. and'Julia Gustin purchaseci Ehis 1oÈ fron tJillam
H. Bonner. Gustj.n was a cotnmercial tnerchanc selling produce in Boston-s
Fanei.ul Hal1.
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